
On April 3rd, a crowd of 350 people gathered 
at Saint Mary’s University in Halifax for a very 
special evening.  

Lieutenant-General the Hon. Romeo Dallaire 
(ret’d), Senator, who is the Honorary Patron of 
the Pugwash Peace Exchange, visited Halifax 
to speak about “Reasons for Peace in a Trou-
bled World.”  After a small private reception 
with sponsors and special guests, Lieutenant-
General Dallaire mingled among the crowd at a 
public reception, speaking with his many ad-
mirers and signing copies of his renowned 
book, “Shake Hands with the Devil: The Fail-
ure of Humanity in Rwanda.”  

The dinner which was co-chaired by Brian and 
Janice Flemming, was a gala 
event that nonetheless had a se-
rious message about the possi-
bility of peace and the urgency 
of the need for nuclear disarma-
ment. The funds raised from this 
dinner will go towards the con-
ference that the Pugwash Peace 
Exchange is hosting this July in 
Pugwash.  

After dinner, local singer and 

songwriter Katey 
Day gave a show-
stopping perform-
ance of “Toy Sol-
dier”, which she 
wrote with Lt-Gen. 
Dallaire in mind.  

Lieutenant-
General Dallaire, 
an eloquent and 
moving speaker, transfixed the crowd with his 
talk about the future of peace and Canada’s 
role in it. He called upon Canadians to realize 
that we are, despite our humble demeanor, one 
of the most influential countries in the world 

and that we need to take a lead-
ership role in the quest for peace 
and nuclear disarmament.  

We would like to express our 
sincere gratitude to all who 
showed their support by attend-
ing this memorable event. We 
would also like to thank our 
sponsors and Saint Mary’s Uni-
versity for their support and as-
sistance in making the evening 
such a success.  
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· Conduct primary market research 
with key potential user groups to deter-
mine their interest. 

The findings indicate that there is a mar-
ket for the proposed Pugwash Peace Ex-
change and that such a 
centre would be well-
received especially among 
residents of Nova Scotia, 
particularly those in Cum-
berland County.   

Of note, there is little 
awareness of centres or 
facilities elsewhere in the world that are 
similar to the proposed centre, suggest-
ing that the uniqueness of our concept 
will be a key attractor. 

Results drawn from a random sampling 

of the population indicate that 94% - an 
overwhelming percentage - of the resi-
dents in Cumberland County support 
the construction of the Pugwash Peace 
Exchange. Findings are similar between 
residents within the Pugwash area and 

those outside of Pugwash 
in Cumberland County. 
Residents offer a variety 
of reasons for supporting 
the project, with many 
pointing toward the impor-
tance of learning and edu-
cation, and the connection 

the PPE would provide to world peace.  

If you would like more information 
about the study, please contact our of-
fice at (902) 243-2328. 
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As part of our work towards the crea-
tion of a world-class educational and 
interpretive centre, a market survey 
analysis was commissioned from Cor-
porate Research Associates, Inc. (CRA). 

The survey objectives were as follows: 

· Identify and provide specifics (such 
as size) of potential market segments 
for the PPE, including non-resident visi-
tors to the province, Nova Scotia resi-
dents, student groups and other special 
interest markets; 

· Identify the appeal of potential fa-
cilities and programming, with a focus 
in determining the market demand for 
this proposed development, who the key 
markets are and what they want to see 
when they visit; and 
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vide children in the devel-
oping world with an equal 
playing field in today’s 
technology-centric methods 
of learning.  

Via the raising of private 
funds specifically for this 
initiative, the PPE partici-
pated in the “Give One Get 

One” pro-
gram, where a 
donation of 
$399 pro-
vided a laptop to a child 
in a developing country, 
with a second laptop be-

ing sent to the donor. This 
laptop will be used as an 
educational tool for stu-
dents, illustrating the vari-
ous global initiatives to 
spread knowledge and edu-
cation, and the advances 
that can result when crea-
tive thinking and an open-
ness to possibilities are ap-
plied.  

For more information about 
the One Laptop Per Child 

program, please feel free to contact us 
or to visit their website at 
www.laptopfoundation.org. 

As part of our commitment to youth 
and to educating the world’s youth 
about peace, the Pugwash Peace Ex-
change has recently participated in the 
“One Laptop Per Child” program.  

Founded by Nicholas Negroponte, the 
director of the MIT Media Laboratory, 
OLPC is a project that has resulted in 
the “XO”, a laptop that is durable and 
extremely energy-
efficient. In addition, —
for use at home and where 
power is not available—
the XO can be solar or 
foot powered.  

The project aims to pro-
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“It’s an education 

project, not a laptop 

project.” 

- Nicholas Negroponte 
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As stated on the Rotary website 
“Peace begins in the family, in the 
home and in the community. It be-
longs in the hearts and minds of each 
individual. Through awareness, good-
will and rejection of discord, we can 
stimulate a shift in attitudes within 
both our local and global communi-
ties.” As an individual this is where is 
begins;  where you go from there is 
all up to you.  

For more information on the Rotary 
World Peace Summit please visit 
their website at 
www.rotarypeacesummit.org. 

~Ann Jeffreys, PPE Staff 

From April 25th – 27th, 2008, I 
joined Rotarians and others from 
around the world at a Rotary World 
Peace Summit. This event takes place 
with the mandate of increasing aware-
ness about fostering world peace and 
creating action steps to further its 
continued development.  

The weekend’s events were attended 
by about a thousand Rotarians and 
other individuals interested in achiev-
ing world peace. One of the Rotary’s 
greatest goals is their platform of 
world peace through understanding. 
As an individual who wishes to create 
peace one needs an understanding on 
how peace is created. Everyone who 
attended was educated on the neces-
sity of providing basic human needs 
and why it is the essential platform 
for creating stability, a necessity in 
fostering the “Absence of War”.  

“As an individual what can I do?” 
This is a question I hear often and 
also say to myself. The World Peace 
Summit has given me the inspiration 
as well as some direction on where to 
start.  
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